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A Study on Current Situation
and Characteristics of Materials
at Dodong Seowon

Lee byoung hoon*

Dodong Seowon at Hyeonpung that held a memorial service for Kim
Goeng-pil (Hanhwondang), chief classical scholar of Dongbangohyeon
could preserve it even at destruction of cultural assets triggered by
Daewongun. As a result, Dodong Seowon that was smaller than Oksan
Seowon and Dosan Seowon had relatively many materials than other
seowon had. This study investigated current situation of tangible and
intangible material in Dodong Seowon from the 1960s to present time,
and examined characteristics of archive material, books, wooden printing
blocks and other tangible materials.

The archive material at Dodong Seowon was rarely produced in the
17th century, and it was mostly produced on or after the 18th century,
in particular, the 19th to 20th century to describe economy. And, the
material was very much important to know foundation, education,
organization, operation and social and economic relations of Dodong

Seowon. The books and wooden printing blocks helped understand

* The Yeungnam University's Institute of Korean Cultural Studies



seowon education and publication culture to a certain degree, and they had
limitation on the use because of so small quantity of existing material.

To clarify Dodong Seowon culture in comprehensive way in addition
to disclosed facts,‘SeowonlJi’ that investigated undisclosed material at the
seowon, material here and there and various kinds of verbal materials

should be firstly compiled.

Key words : Dodongseowon, Kim Goeng—pil, Hanhwondang, Dongbangohyeon, seowon

material
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The characteristic of Dodong Seowon
memorial rites

Choi soon guen*

Firstly, at Dodong Seowon(GE®R EP;z), a stone table is set up next to the
lecture hall as the Seongsaengdan(“4¥£18). The sacrificial pig is placed on
this stone table and the ritual of asking three times if the animal is
adequate as an offering is performed. The pig is usually tied to the stone
table for the inspection ritual.

Secondly, as Dodong Seowon observes the principle of “enter and exit
through the east,” the officiants climb the eastern stairs and enter the
shrine through the eastern doors. They exit the same way. There are
access stairs for the central and eastern doors but none for the western
doors.

Thirdly, at Dodong Seowon, when the officiants offer a goblet of wine,
they pour a little of it three times into the mosagi(Z{)%s; abowl filled
with sand and a bundle of thatch) before offering it in front of the spirit
tablet. This ritual is called samjwae(=%%). Thus, Dodong Seowon has a
mosagi, and most other academies do not. at Dodong Seowon, they do not

offer two bows in front of the spirit tablets. All three officiants offer two

* The National Folk Museum of Korea
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bows together after the offering of the last libation.

Fourthly, at Dodong Seowon, the first wine officiant proceeds to a table
prepared in front of the eastern doors of the shrine and kneels facing west.
He partakes of the food and drink and then offers two bows. At other
academies, the first wine officiant returns to his designated position after
partaking of food and drink. Then, either the three officiants offer two
bows or all participants offer two bows.

Fifthly, at Dodong Seowon, a niche is dug into the western wall
encircling the shrine, halfway up the wall. This is where the eulogy and
sacred gift are burned. Most academies dig a pit in the ground; only
Dodong Seowon dug a niche into a wall.

Sixthly, at Dodong Seowon, after the memorial rite is over, all ritual
participants share the food which has been enjoyed by the spirits and
honor the merits of the spirits. In accordance with the instructions of the
master of ceremonies, the cups of the officiants and participants are filled
three times. Then, all of them offer a half bow to each other and drink.
That concludes the Junnye(g8ji&), after which they eat.

Seventhly, at Dodong Seowon, following the precedents of Zhu Xi(%<¥)
when he stayed on Mt. Wuyi(iE{Z8 (), grave rituals are offered at Kim
Goeng-pil’s(s%25) grave, located behind the academy. These are
performed on the tenth day of the third lunar month and the second day

of the tenth lunar month every year.

Key Words : Dodong SeowonGERZER:), Kim Goeng—pil's(£:%255), memorial rites(SRE=E&14),

grave rituals(E%%)
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Establishment and Operation
of No-bong seowon

Kang, ji hye*

Nobongseowon which is the remains of Sak-nyeong Choi families
established in the process of the their family development had great fame
and effect in the community when it was built in 1649. In 1697, it was
provided Saack(85%R), Offering goods needed for ancestral rites in spring and
fall, and special exemption 3, Confucian scholar 20, Bono 20, Jeopin 40.

When it was first built, Nobongseowon was used to worship Hong
sun-bok, Choe sangjung and Oh jeong gil who are Joobyeok and it added
Choe-on in 1661 and Choe hwi-ji in 1694. Especially, the Choe-on and
Choe hwi-ji were the people who played a pivotal role of the
establishment and management of the seowon.

Looking at the "Jangyian, of the Nobong seowon, the people who had
been director, Jangyui had a close relationship with the families of
Sak-nyeong Choi and most of them are from the families of leading Sajok
in Namwon.

FSimwonrok; is the recording written by visitors of seowon and it was

recognized as the "‘Cheonggeumrok’ of Confucian scholar-list at the moment.

* Jeon—ju University the doctor’s course in history
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In the case of Nobongs eowon, it has been visited by 1258 visitors for
222 years and Sak-nyeong Choi, Jeon-ju Lee, Nam-won Yang, Hae-ju Oh,
and jin-ju So are the visiting orders from the largest.

The best number of visitors was the era of suk-jong which had a lot
of changes of government and the time when the seowon was being
developed and sa-ack. Most of the possession and item have the
documents of the requests for exemption of odd jobs about Jeopin.

Most of the messenger, Go-mok, Seo-mok have the requesting
documents for cooperation, which are the documents of the distributing
for ancestral rites of Nobong seowon and securement of lumber needed
for rebuilding of the seowon.

Wanmun is the document of permission from leader of Namwon to
Nobong seowon for the odd-jobs exemption of member.

Most of the ancient documents related to Nobongseowon have contents
about Role obligations - rebuilding - providing Offering goods - right rule
and easily examined throughout the management of seowon.

Most of them were written around 19 century, the contents are mostly
about the economic profit of seowon like odd-jobs exemption.

After the 17~18 century, seowon’s were followed by various evils so
Nobong seowon was finally removed by order of government.

Concrete details about the removal was found in "No-bong
dapgojipmulbungeo rok;, "No-bong tojacjipmulbunjip wanyak-mun, and it
said that their property and house were distributed to Sak-nyeong Choi and
Hae-ju Oh families in the proportion of three to one.

Nobong seowon was the sa-aek seowon which practically has the
central operating body by the Sak-nyeong Choi family and strong Sajok

of Namwon who are executive of seowonplayed the key role of lecture
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hall or popular opinion of region by participating in management of

SCOwOn.

Key words : Namwon, Jeonbuk—wonwoo rok, Nobongseowon, Sak—nyeong

Cho1 families, sa—aek seowon
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